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SUBJECT: USA INSTITUTE OFFICIAL ON ME 

1. FOLLOWING REMARKS ON ME - BY USA INSTITUTE DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR ZHURKIN SPEAKING TO DELEGATION FROM THE 
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS NOVEMBER 5 - 
ARE OF INTEREST AS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW WELL-INFORMED SOVIETS 
ARE PLAYING THE ME SITUATION TO GROUPS SUCH AS THESE. 

2. ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE THREAT OF SOVIET TROOP 
MOVEMENTS AND ITS EFFECT ON DETENTE, ZHURKIN DENIED THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN EITHER MOVEMENT OR A THREAT OF 
MOVEMENT OF SOVIET TROOPS INTO THE MIDDLE EAST. HE 

SAID THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN FOOLISH FOR THE SOVIET 
UNION TO INTRODUCE TROOPS INTO THE AREA, FOR IN SUCH A 
HEATED ATMOSPHERE THIS MIGHT HAVE TOUCHED OFF A WORLD 
WAR. THE SOVIET UNION WAS NOT FOOLISH ENOUGH TO BELIEVE 
THAT IT COULD OCCUPY ISRAEL OR HELP THE ARAB STATES 
TO OCCUPY ISRAEL. 
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3. HE ATTRIBUTED THE US ALERT TO AN UNWILLINGNESS ON 
THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES TO LOOK AT THE SITUATION 
IN A SOPHISTICATED WAY. HE STATED THAT THE ALERT WAS 
"DONE CLUMSILY." IF IT WERE DONE AS A THREAT TO THE SOVIET 
UNION, IT WAS NOT A CREDIBLE THREAT; AS FAR AS THE ARABS 
WERE CONCERNED, IT WAS SUPERFLUOUS BECAUSE "THEY ARE 
FRIGHTENED ENOUGH". FROM THE SAME STANDPOINT, THE 
ALLEGED SOVIET THREAT WOULD HAVE BEEN USELESS AS AN ATTEMPT 
TO FRIGHTEN ISRAEL BECAUSE IT, TOO, WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
CREDIBLE. 

4. REGARDING DETENTE, ZHURKIN COMMENTED THAT IF THE TWO 
COUNTRIES DID NOT HAVE A SITUATION OF DETENTE, THE 
MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, WHICH IS MORE DANGEROUS THAN THE SIX- 
DAY WAR, WOULD BE EVEN MORE SERIOUS THAN IT IS. NEVER- 
THELESS, DETENTE SURVIVED AND ALLOWED SUCH "UNIQUE" 
DEVELOPMENTS AS THE KISSINGER TRIP, THE JOINT US-SOVIET 
RESOLUTIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST IN THE UN AND THE COMPROMISE 
ON THE COMPOSITION OF UN FORCES. THIS, HE SAID, SHOWS THAT 
DETENTE IS NECESSARY. THERE MAY BE FUTURE FLARE-UPS AROUND 
THE WORLD AND THE EXISTENCE OF A DETENTE ATMOSPHERE WORKS 
IN FAVOR OF DIMINISHING TENSIONS AS SUCH SITUATIONS OCCUR. 
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